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same scientific spirit. In speaking thus I must not be under-
stood to preach the despairing doctrine that the undiscovered
and unilluminated corners of our science run the risk of being
exhausted. I only mean that the task of exploration becomes
daily more difficult, more specialized, and more controlled by
the laws and conditions of a stricter induction. The field,
indeed, is a vast one, it covers the whole civilized world in
which the process of exchanging the world's wealth has been
facilitated by the use of certain counters we call coins, and
in which certain other counters have a part which we call
medals, whose direct purpose is the glorification of the great
and the distinguished men and events that have marked the
more dramatic chapters of history.

The mere collecting of coins and medals as curios and
samples of the artistic triumphs of the medallist's art, form,
and ought to form, a very subsidiary part of our work. To
apply what the zoologist calls systematic methods to coins and
medals, by noting minute differences and classifying the coins
in classes and series accordingly, is important in the sense that
all indices of knowledge are important, as all systematic work
is; but we must ever keep in memory that the ultimate
purpose of our study is to illuminate human history.

The first essential in history is an accurate and dependable
chronology, the succession of kings and rulers and the dating
of events form the scaffolding on which the more picturesque
parts of the scroll of history have to be hung; and in coins
we have the most reliable (because contemporary) records,
where the, names and succession of kings and their dates can
be most satisfactorily studied.

Many people must wonder how it comes about that patient
and learned scholars should devote their lives to studying
series of coins like those of China and of the Further East, or
those of the Muhammadans, in which the types are very
uninteresting in themselves, and monotonous to an incredible
extent, in their literary contents. It is not always realized